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The annual ISOA fall colour tour headed southwest of Peoria 
to once again tour the Spoon River countryside. This was the 
weekend of the Spoon River Festival, which unto itself is a crafter 
and antique hunter orgy of places to stop. This is the third year 
we have taken a trip to the area and we have still not been to 
all the places to see. Smartly we avoid most of the large “tourist 
trap” areas but then again tourist trap and Spoon River festival 
would be considered synonymous terms.

A small but enthusiastic camping group gathered in Ottawa 
Illinois to pick up the eastern contingent of Triumph camping 
vehicles. The Whizmo & Big Mama TR3, the Monty Spitfire and 
the Schnapps & Stagmeister Stag drove the northern route to 
Peoria and the Spider Lady TR7 ventured from its Urbana web to 
meet up with us just south of the campground.

The fall color change was just starting and the views were 
spectacular. Weather allowed for top down driving ALL weekend 
with just a touch of that fall “nippiness” in the air. Other than a 
small jaunt on I80, the entire trip was on the secondary roads. 
First stop was to set up camp. The Fulton County Conservation 
Area has served us well the last few campouts so we were back 
there again. We have our own little spot in the back complete 
with it’s own pavilion and hot showers a mere 150 yards away. 
Generally there is no one around us and it’s great to be in our 
own isolated cove of trees.
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Fall Tour & Campout

Once we set up 
camp, we headed 
in to Farmington to 
meet up with the BJ & 
Sandy TR6. The plan 
was to eat lunch here 
and head out for a 
drive to some of the 
other scenic places 
that make up the 
Spoon River Tour and 
Festival. I think the 
decision was made to 
avoid this town next 
year as it was getting 
too crowded for our 
liking. After eating 
lunch we headed 
straight west and hit 
a few antique places. 
The area is a Mecca 
for this type of stuff. Even if you didn’t 
own an antique shop, there were many 
farms and homesteads that turned their 
front yards into one. Maybe that’s the 
way they are all the time.

We kept the schedule pretty loose and 
hadn’t really come up with any huge 
plans for supper. We decided to hit the 
grocery store and buy some steaks to grill 
up. We also made up a great campfire 

“veggie” casserole that consisted of 
potatoes, onions, carrots and a few 
other items. These were cooked up in 
a disposable aluminum pan to keep 
cleanup to a minimum. The steaks were 
done up on the pavilion grill. A nice bottle 
of wine was uncorked and we dined 
under the stars and the twin mantels of a 
pair of propane powered lanterns. Desert 
consisted of fresh baked apple pies that 
BJ & Sandy had purchased during one 
of the tour stops.

Once supper “KP” duty concluded, 
Whizmo and Monty had a terrific fire 
going. Adult beverages were served that 
ran the gamut of wine, beer and of course 
Big Mama’s “girl scout cookies” which 
guarantee that both you and the fire 
are both getting toasted. The fine art of 
conversation with great friends made a 
wonderful night around the campfire. 

Sunday morning is the great ISOA 
Breakfast Club. There is nothing like the 
smell of fresh coffee brewing and bacon 
cooking around a campsite. With the 
morning sun peeking itself over the trees, 
it really doesn’t get much better than 
that to forget about all the woes of work 
and responsibilities. The breakfast crew 
cooked up bacon, French toast, eggs and 
was accompanied with hot coffee and 
orange juice. We finished the mornings 
“KP” duties and then started to break 

camp.

The route back north 
took us on the east 
side of the Illinois 
River. This road was 
even better than the 
west side of the river. 
A little less traveled 
than Illinois 29, there 
were more twists and 
turns and the roads 
were in excellent 
shape. These roads 
will be part of the trip 
down for next year. 
There were some out 
of the way places that 
we could stop, visit 
and rub elbows with 
the locals. Consider 

joining us next year, it’s always the last 
main drive of the season before the 
Triumphs go to sleep for their winter 
hibernation.

One notable quote came in from the 
Spider Lady who mentioned that one of 
her professors asked why she would drive 
a couple hours to hang with a bunch of 
“old car people”. She mentioned that 
they ain’t all that old and as far as car 

clubs go, “ISOA is like the animal 
house of British Car clubs”. I guess I 
never realized how true that could be. 
Maybe we have a new banner line for 
the newsletter.



Book Braappp
By Suds

As the days grow shorter, and 
the temps, not to mention our 
discretionary Triumph repair fund 
begin to sink closer and closer to 
zero, some of us turn for inspira-
tion, not to just recreational bever-
ages, but to the solace of books 
for comfort. To that end, your 
humble and obedient scribe is 
offering up a new Snicc Braapp 
literary column for your enjoy-
ment dedicated to reviewing 
some the more popular tomes 
devoted to the Triumph Motor-
car. You will note that most of 
our reviews will tend to focus 
on books relating to TR3s and 
TR6s. Lest anyone complain 
that we are not being impartial, 
we will offer up this forewarn-
ing-these are the only cars I 
have. We enthusiastically wel-
come reviews from all mem-
bers on any Triumph related 
books.

The Haynes Great Car Series 
includes volumes devoted 
to Austin-Healy, E-Type Jag-
uars, AC Cobra, MG and now 
includes the Triumph TR Series. 
Author Bill Piggot, with seven 
previous books to his credit, 
has been well known among 
Triumph enthusiasts for some 
time for penning very thorough, 
well-researched Triumph books. 
Although he has also written 
about other marques, he has 
tended to specialize in TR 
[1952-76] series. An attorney by 
trade, [we won’t hold that against 
him] Piggot has owned several 
Triumphs and is able to draw on 

first hand experience when writing 
about them. This particular book is 
his latest, and several of his recent 
archive discoveries are included. 
The book is laid out chronologi-
cally from the developmental stage 
of the first prototype TR 2 through 
the TR6. TR7 and 8 lovers will be 
disappointed in that their cars are 
not covered in this book, which 
technically make the title a bit 
misleading. A chapter is devoted to 
TR2, 3, 4 5 & 250, and 6. Chapters 

are subdivided to include chrono-
logical changes made during the 
production run of each model, 
[E.G. TR3A, TR4A, etc.].  He 
includes historically significant 
events leading up to the intro-
duction of each design, and a 
number of contemporary photos, 
mixed with current color shots of 
examples of each style are nicely 
mixed in with the text. He also 

includes synopses of reviews from 
the motoring press at the time of 
the cars’ introduction. He also 
includes some fascinating trivia 
about little known options as well 
as sidebars from each TR. Triumph 
ads are included among the graph-
ics and he included a clear chart 
with each style comparing it’s 
performance statistics with its 
contemporary competition. He 
also includes information about 
how the TRs did in competition 

driving such as rallies, road 
races and on the track. There 
is a brief description of techni-
cal advances in the various 
engines, as well as a paragraph 
or two on steering, suspension, 
transmissions, etc, but this book 
not a shop manual, nor does it 
pretend to be. In effect, this is a 
great TR coffee table book, with 
ample eye candy and plenty of 
never before published photos 
along with some shots that you 
might have come across before. 
It’s a very pleasant read, not 
at all technically challenging, 
but as always, when reading 
a book published for and by 
folks on the wrong side of the 
pond, be prepared to do some 
translating into “American.” 
This book has something to 
offer just about any TR series 

enthusiast. It contains a nice col-
lection of new/old graphics that I 
found fascinating and that I think 
will endear it to long time Triumph 
aficionados. It would also make 
a nice starting point for a newby 
just beginning to put together a 
Triumph library. On the literary 
sudsometer, The Triumph TR gets 
five spanners.
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Book Braappp

160 pages hardbound, 10” x 10”, 290 illustra-
tions [many in color], 2003 Haynes Publish-
ing, List $28.50



few tweaks in the engine bay to accom-
modate the new motor mounts, this 
engine will give you the acceleration 
you covet at a budget well within your 
means. Just remember to obey all posted 
traffic laws.

Rapidly Motoring,
BH 

Sir Bentley,
Thank you for your timely response to my 
earlier query. Your suggestion solved my 
problem with a certain joie de vivre. If 
any other readers are planning a similar 
repair, I recommend standing behind 
the vehicle and enlisting a clean-shaven 
assistant to trigger the actual spark. While 
my burns healed nicely, my heretofore 
salt and pepper whiskers have turned a 
uniform shade similar to Triumph color 
code #69, abject terror white. ®
Now that my Triumph is running again, 
I would like to restore my soot stained 
bonnet to its original condition. Can you 
recommend a cleaning procedure? 

Meekly, -Isinman

My Good Man,
One must bear in mind, assuming that 
self-preservation is a moderately high 
priority among you colonials, that third 
component in a four-stroke engine is 
COMBUSTION. We would, therefore, 
strongly suggest that you remember that 
when mixing high octane fuel vapors 
with an energy source in the form of 
a spark while attempting to make igni-
tion modifications, particularly those 
which upgrade the already potent system 
employed on the Standard Triumph range 

of motorcars, that one employ the use of 
the robotic explosive detonating machines 
so frequently seen on the Discovery 
Channel episodes featuring DEA/FBI Swat 
Teams. One could also opt to wear a set 
of Kevlar coveralls, trimmed in a layer 
of Nomex [if you are unable to source 
Nomex, you can substitute asbestos with 
no appreciable loss in thermal protection] 
with the optional head covering and 
full-face shielding. Such prophylactive 
measures, in addition to making several 
deposits in local sperm bank in case you 
want to preserve the family name, and a 
fully paid up life insurance policy [naming 
this author as a chief beneficiary], should 
give you the peace of mind required to 
stay focused while considering further 
upgrades [see above advice for some 
additional ideas to enhance your perfor-
mance [automotive, not necessarily 
sexual, which will be the subject of a 
future column]. As to restoring the bonnet, 
let me suggest that you first remove any 
surface pitting, residual discolouration 
due to temperatures in excess of 2000 
degrees F, as well as other deformities 
resulting from the  “episode,” by inserting 
the bonnet into a body panel tumbler 
filled with #100 organic stones, approxi-
mately .5 CM in circumference [available 
through Eastwood Restoration Supply]. 
Allow the bonnet to tumble for approxi-
mately a fortnight. This should remove 
most of the scaling and or soot. Next, 
using a high nap roller, apply a base coat 
of Duckhams #3 latex primer. Carefully 
inspect for any ripples or indentations not 
filled with first coat. Repeat as necessary 
until the panel is completely smooth. 
Finally, using a boar’s hair number 2 
brush, apply the topcoat of paint before 
spraying the clear coat. [I prefer the 

Krylon, but Rustoleum is also a fine 
product for this application], and 
seal with a nice thick coating of non-
detergent cosmoline before waxing. 
Careful adherence to this procedure 
will provide you with a finish virtually 
identical to the one that was on your 
motorcar the day it left the factory.
Happy Motoring
BH

Dear Sir Bentley,
I have always had an modest need for 
speed and I have made a few unassuming 
modifications to my Triumph [e.g. nitrous 
injected, supercharged Chevy big block, 
etc] to improve upon its performance, but 
it still seems as if it could is capable of 
improved performance. What suggestions 
can you offer as to helping me increase 
the performance of my Stag?
BS, no fixed address

My Dear Burnout,
Your letter cites that you have made some 
modifications to your Stag already, and it 
sounds as if you have made an adequate 
start to increasing your car’s performance. 
However, please allow me to offer up an 
additional suggestion or two, which may 
be of help in meeting your stated goal of 
bumping up the car’s speed quotient a 
bit. Firstly, since weight is the adversary of 
motion, begin by eliminating unnecessary 
poundage. Begin by removing the air from 
your tyres and replace it with helium, or 
better yet nitrogen. You can also dispense 
with superfluous ancillaries [passenger 
seating, wings, bonnet, boot, etc] and 
thereby reduce mass. I would also suggest 
drilling out the frame [five-centimeter 
holes drilled every two centimeters will 
reduce the overall weight by at least a 
kilo-this technique was pioneered in the 
Swiss Alps by dairy farmers who used this 
technique on their cheese carts in wheel-
to-wheel competition-]. You can also 
reduce the load of your car by eliminating 
any superfluous steering and suspension 
components since the vast majority of 
your driving will be in the “straight-line” 
variety, you don’t really to carry the extra 
weight of springs, dampers, trunions, etc. 
You can also remove all of the glass from 
the car and replace it with Saranwrap 
as a means of reducing the car’s 
heaviness. If you really want to be 
serious about increasing horsepower 
however, you need to consider a 
more potent powerplant. Let me 
suggest a surplus F104 J79 Starfighter 
engine, readily available at most 
military surplus shoppes, or from 
ArtArfons GreenMonster.com  With a 
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Advice to the Shopworn

Sir Bentley Haynes, a distinguished man of letters with an extensive background in British automotive engineering, has graciously offered to 
provide the members of ISOA with free technical support in order to keep our Triumphs on the road. His resume was outlined in the April issue 
of Snicc Braappp. Due to the unusually high volume of questions from ISOA members, he has requested that all technical inquiries be screened 
and forwarded to him by way of the secretary of ISOA using the digest mode; He is not able respond to direct questions, but your letters are very 
important to him and they may be monitored by Scotland Yard for quality control. E-Mail him at: trstreep@avenew.com



Looking out my window and seeing the leaves turning fall colors, causes me to 
reflect on this past Triumph driving season.  Wasn’t the weather remarkable!  The 
dry spells and the moderate temperatures, allowed all of us to drive additional 
Triumph Miles with the top down (and the temperature gauge needle in the safe 
zone).   It doesn’t get any better than this!

I suspect in the next few weeks, some of us will be tucking our Triumph away in the 
garage with a fresh tank of gas (and Sta-bil) for the winter hibernation.  Others may have plans of rebuilding something, plus 
the ISOA Girlie Team will be back at it working on the Girlie Car.

I hope all of you bought your copy of the 2005 ISOA Calendar.  What wonderful photos of our Members’ Cars.  These are 
“drivers” and they still look brand new.  We do have a wonderful club! We have the “nominations” for the 2005 ISOA Board 
coming up this meeting, so do plan to attend.  Remember, your Best Triumph Miles are right in front of you.
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Monthly Rumblings

The Prez Column
Phil “the Factor “ Fox

Bob “Suds” Streepy

Just a 
Little Foam 

on Top

The lovely and talented Mrs. Suds possesses a unique quality I like to refer to 
as the “Kavorka.” This “gift” often becomes perceptible when she comes within 
a few feet, [sometimes it has been known to include entire time zones] of any 
mechanical or electrical apparatus. I’m not quite certain as to when we first 
became aware of her condition. Perhaps it began after she completed radiation 
treatment several years ago, although I suspect she has had the condition for 
much longer. [Her Great Aunt Lazdijia, - the one with the glass eye who could 
predict the future from coffee grounds-, possessed a similar trait.] I have seen 

Mrs. S. insert a sheet of paper into a duplicating machine and attempt to print one page, single sided, and the machine did not 
just run out of paper or jam, [I have come to expect that] but rather it suffered a Cherynoblelike failure, prompting the Mother X 
swat team to be flown in from all points of the planet to address the situation. [They hauled the machine off to be quarantined 
from other machines, muttering that they had never seen that one before.] She commonly goes through watch batteries in a 
matter of weeks and I don’t want to even begin to talk about her effect on cell phones, or just about any other kind of gizmo. 
Suffice to say, several manufacturers of electronic devices, at least those still in business after selling their products to her, have 
adopted totally new warranty policies unique to the Streepy family. 

This situation was mildly vexing until I began to suspect that the condition was infectious. Case in point; I attended five car 
shows and /or ISOA functions this season, not counting two in which I was a passenger, and suffered six mechanical “issues” 
which ranged from nuisance to catastrophic. After doing a complete revamping of my TR6 over the winter [see June, July, and 
August issue of Snicc Braaapp for the details of “The Last Waltz”], the first time out, the damn exhaust pipe fell off. Granted, 
I was driving across an open field, but so did 75 other cars. That pipe was tight [and I wasn’t] when we left. On the way to 
Richmond, Virginia for the VTR Convention, I had a brand new heater valve spring a leak and my bulletproof Toyota tranny 
began to groan loudly. We discovered a leaky seal [a new play on words for “Loose Seal” the wonder car], but after replacing 
the seal and gearbox oil, everything seemed OK. We drove back from Richmond nonstop without a hint of a problem. When 
we started up the six to go to Quad Cities, the freshly rebuilt [by a professional, not by me] rear carb began to gush gas all over 
the place. We fired up the three and away we went. On the way back, the ignition lock barrel just starting coming loose from 
the dash as if some poltergeist were shoving from behind the fascia. Eventually, it shorted out and the car died [in the I-Pass Lane 
on I-88 in DeKalb with an Expedition towing a barge bearing down on me – time to 

Why women live longer 
than men...
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ISOA Calendar

Mo. Date Day Time Event
Nov 7 Su 4:30 ISOA Board Meeting (2)
 7 Su 7:00 General Membership Meeting (1)
 15 Sat All day Technical Clinic - TR3 Suspension.  Phil Fox’s house. Confirm and/or get directions 
   from Phil at 630-662-7721 or pejh73b@yahoo.com 

Dec 5 Su 4:30 ISOA Board Meeting (2)
 5 Su 7:00 General Membership Meeting (1)

Jan 2 Su 4:30 ISOA Board Meeting (2)
 2 Su 7:00 General Membership Meeting (1)
 22 Sat 6:30 Big Bash - Elk’s Club - DesPlaines.  Watch for more information.

Feb 13 Su 4:30 ISOA Board Meeting (2) NOTE-NOT THE FIRST SUNDAY
 13 Su 7:00 General Membership Meeting (1) - NOTE-NOT THE FIRST SUNDAY
 27 Su All day British Car Swap Meet - DuPage County Fair Grounds.  

(1) General membership meetings are held at Mack’s Golden Pheasant Restaurant in Elmhurst.
(2) ISOA Board meetings usually held at 4:30 PM on same day as General Membership Meeting.  Check with 

board members for specific time and place.  All members welcome.
(3) Girlie Car Project.  Organized by Sheri Pyle, the Girlie Car Project targets restoration of a TR3A by the women 

of ISOA.  The women will do all the work.  Will be a great learning experience and lots of fun.  Contact Big 
Mama to learn work schedule and how to participate.

Road Rallyes
Interested in trying a road rallye?  If so, check www.roadrallye.org for a schedule of fun gimmick rallyes held on 
Saturday nights throughout the summer and fall.  Begin and end in Woodfield area.

Suspension and Steering Clinic on a TR3A
November 13, 2004 Time: 8:30AM

Directions to Phil “Factor” and May Fox’s Home
7720 Forest Hill Road
Burr Ridge, IL  60527
630-662-7721

From the South - Take I-294 N exit I-55 South/Wolf Rd, stay to the left.  Turn left on Wolf Road (south) to 75th Street.  Turn 
right on 75th Street.  At stop sign, turn left on Forest Hill; proceed to 7720 Forest Hill (house on right).
.
From the North - Take I-294 S exit I-55, pay your toll, continue straight over I-55 and bear to the right for Joliet Rd 
(eastbound).  At the first traffic light, turn right on Wolf Road.  Right on 75th street.  At stop sign, turn left on Forest Hill; 
proceed to 7720 Forest Hill (house on right).

From Chicago - Take I-55 West to County Line Road South, Exit #276A.  Second traffic lite, turn left on 79th Street.  5th left 
is Forest Hill, turn left to 7720 Forest Hill (house on left).

From Joliet - Take I-55 East to County Line Road  South, Exit #276A.  Second traffic lite, turn left on 79th Street.  5th left is 
Forest Hill, turn left to 7720 Forest Hill (house on left).

Warning:  Depending on the number of cars, we suggest you park in our driveway, Circle Drive (West bound) and Forest 
Hill Southbound.  Phone if you get lost.
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Tech Braaapp 

The inaccuracy of a speedometer can be 
caused by several things; the switchover to 
an overdrive, non-matching differential, or 
non-standard tire size. Either way, here’s 
what you need to do:

To figure out the exact error ratio, drive a 
measured 10 miles on the highway (use 
the mile markers) and record the mileage 
registered on your odometer.

Truckers are often paid by the mile so 
need that instrument to be accurate. A 
company called S.S. White makes minia-
ture gearboxes for adjusting speedometer 
ratios on trucks. You need to tell the dealer 
what gear ratio to make. They’ll choose 
appropriate gears, stuff them into the box, 
and ship it out to you. I bought mine 
from a Wisconsin firm called Imperial. 
http://www.imperialinc.com

Once you have your ratio gearbox you 
split the speedometer cable in two and 
put it in the middle.

The tricky part is that your speedometer 
cable has unique British threads at each 
end. S.S. White only makes gearboxes with 
American threads. The solution is 
to use speedometer cables with British 
threads on one end and American threads 
on the other end.

You can almost buy these from The Road-
ster Factory. The late (1975-1976) TR6 
had a split speedometer cable with an 
“emissions counter” in the middle. This 
little plastic box had British threads on 
one end and American threads on the 
other. So, if you order a set of ‘76 TR6 
speedometer cables you’ll get a short 
cable with British Speedometer thread on 
one end and American thread on the other 
and a long one to connect the transmission 
to the counter.

If you have a 75-76 TR6 with the original 
speedo, counter, and cables then all you 
need is the ratio gearbox. Otherwise 
you’ll need to get a used counter from 
somewhere (it doesn’t have to count- 

How to fix your inaccurate TR6 speedometer 
 Speedometer Correction Help

Erik ‘Iceman’ Quackenbush

it just has to turn). Try Ted Schumacher 
(http://www.tsimportedautomotive.com). 
I think I bought mine from British Miles 
(Bristol, PA).

Unscrew the short cable from the emis-
sions counter, attach your ratio gearbox to 
the counter, and then attach the cable to 
the other end of the gearbox. The gearbox 
is male on one side and female on the 
other- no problem there. You will need to 
hack a mounting bracket so that everything 
fits and turns without binding. I  just 
strapped mine down with a plastic wire tie 
so that it doesn’t flop around.

If you’re into engine compartment con-
cours then I’m sure you could get cables 
made that would let you hide the thing 
under the dashboard. [Note to concours 
judges: check under dash for tie-breaking 
non-original speedometer cables]

Oh- I have a J-type overdrive. On my car 
the speedometer uses one thread size and 
the transmission uses another. I’m pretty 
sure the tachometer cable is also different 
in some way (ah- England!). Hence, it is 
possible that your A-type overdrive has it’s 
own unique thread diameter and pitch. 
There are shops that can hack off one end 
of your cable and crimp on an American 
thread.

FROM THE BRITISH NEWSPAPERS!

Commenting on a complaint from a Mr Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said, “We agree 
it was rather high for the time of year. It’s possible Mr Purdey has been charged for the gas used up during the explosion that 
destroyed his house.” (The Daily Telegraph)

Police reveal that a woman arrested for shoplifting had a whole salami in her knickers. When asked why, she said it was because she 
was missing her Italian boyfriend. (The Manchester Evening News)

Irish police are being handicapped in a search for a stolen van, because they cannot issue a description. It’s a Special Branch vehicle 
and they don’t want the public to know what it looks like. (The Guardian)

A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable teeth was rescued by a man on an inflatable lobster. A coastguard 
spokesman commented, “This sort of thing is all too common”. (The Times)

At the height of the gale, the harbourmaster radioed a coastguard and asked him to estimate the windspeed. He replied he was sorry, 
but he didn’t have a gauge. However, if it was any help, the wind had just blown his Land
Rover off the cliff. (Aberdeen Evening Express)

Mrs. Irene Graham of Thorpe Avenue, Boscombe, delighted the audience with her reminiscence of the German prisoner of war who 
was sent each week to do her garden. He was repatriated at the end of 1945, she recalled “He’d always seemed a nice friendly 
chap, but when the crocuses came up in the middle of our lawn in February 1946, they spelt out “Heil Hitler.” (Bournemouth 
Evening Echo)



Adjust Your Valves – Part 1
 Jay Holekamp

Among the things that need to be done 
to a Triumph engine on a regular basis 
is checking and adjusting the valve clear-
ances.  The factory recommended interval 
for this task for my 1964 TR4 is every 
6,000 miles or 6 months, which ever 
comes first.  Since I don’t use my TR4 
daily like I once did, adjusting the valves, 
along with the other tune-up steps each 
spring seems about right.  

If the clearances of valves are too tight 
(not enough space), then you can have 
valves that don’t completely close.  This 
can cause leaks through the valves during 
the motor’s compression and/or power 
stroke, which results in significant power 
loss, and in some cases can cause engine 
damage.  If the valve clearances are 
too loose, the valves might not open 
completely, then you might have a situ-
ation where not enough fuel is getting 
into the cylinder head, or the piston is 
working extra hard to push out exhaust 
gases through the narrow opening of 
the improperly adjusted exhaust valve.  
Also, valves that are loose are annoyingly 
noisy and the pronounced clicking is 
irritating.

Valves need to be adjusted when the 
engine is stone cold. I usually remove the 
spark plugs to make turning the engine 
easier and I like to look at the plug tips to 
see how the fuel/air mixture is adjusted. 

The valve to be adjusted needs to be fully 
closed, with its tappet on the back (heal) 
of the cam, as shown in figure 1.  The TR4 
shop manual recommends this method: 
turn the camshaft (by turning the engine) 

I turn the generator bolt with a wrench 
while pushing on the fan belt, (some roll 
the car while in gear) until the push rod 
has reached its highest point, then turn 
the camshaft a full additional turn to be 
sure the push rod is fully down and the 
tappet is on the back of the cam.  

An easier method, needing a lot less 
engine turning, is to use the sequence 
shown in the tables – it’s also easier for 
me to determine when a valve is fully 
open (down) than closed (up).  Since the 
adjusting work does not proceed in order 
from front to back, to keep track of where 
I am, I usually put a masking tape tab or 
a small chalk mark on the rocker when 
I’ve adjusted each valve.

The classic way to adjust the valves on 
a Triumph is to use a wrench (to loosen 
and tighten the adjuster screw jam nut), a 
screwdriver (to turn the adjuster screw in 
and out) and a feeler gauge (to determine 
[“feel”] the clearance between the end of 
the valve stem and the tip of the rocker 
arm).  This procedure is shown in photo 2.  
This is an awkward three-handed juggling 

act always challenging to me. 

Special purpose valve adjusting tools 
have been developed to make the job 
faster and easier – photos 3, 4.  The 
two Snap-On tools (no longer sold by 
Snap-On), the Click•adjust and the 
modern (and commercially available) 
Schley Products tool, all have the same 
basic idea – combining the jam nut 
wrench and the screwdriver to turn the 
adjuster screw into one tool. The Schley 
Products tool overcomes the disadvantage 
of the others by letting the user see the 
screwdriver tip – photo 5.  The other 
tools must be fiddled around by feel to 
get the screwdriver blade, hidden from 
view by the socket, into the adjuster slot.  
The Click•adjust tool also has a feature 

which eliminates the need for a feeler 
gauge after the tool is calibrated – very 
fast once you get used to using the tool. 
No matter what tools are used, with 
the exception of the Click•adjust, the 
procedure is the same: 

• Turn the engine until the valve to be 
adjusted is full closed.
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• Loosen the jam nut: the jam nuts on a 
TR4 and a TR6 are 1⁄2” (S.A.E.) based 
on my hands-on experience. I’m not 
sure about other types of Triumph 
engines.

• Loosen and turn the adjuster screw 
while carefully measuring the clear-
ance at the valve stem end / rocker 
tip with a feeler gauge. The speci-
fied valve clearance (both intake & 
exhaust) for a TR4 & TR6 engine is 
0.010 inches / 0.254 mm.  The gauge 
should have slight, mild resistance 
when passed between the two sur-
faces – a “feel” that takes some 
development.

• Once the “feel” is right, while holding 
the adjusting screw steady, tighten the 

locknut. Sometimes the locknut turns 
the adjustment screw and makes the 
valve clearance tighter than it should 
be.  If this is the case, then loosen up 
and readjust as needed.

• Repeat per valve.

Once, in the 1970’s, I broke the top of 
an adjusting screw, removing half the 
screwdriver slot.  Since then, I’ve kept a 
spare, and of course never broken one 
again. A new cork valve cover gasket is 
also good to have on hand, unless you 
have one of the reusable silicone gaskets 
now available – I do and like it a lot.

1⁄2 “ jam nut, Schley Products Valve Adjusting Tool available from: http://www.unique-imports.com/  
Unique Imports, Inc. 949 951 5201  talk w/ Chip

Interesting low cost user made valve adjusting tool information: http://stevelaslo.xpreshost.com/cog/valvet.htm

In Part 2 I’ll write about the Click•adjust valve adjusting tool.

 
6 Cylinder – sequence for minimum movement 

        VALVE FULLY OPEN              CHECK & ADJUST 

10 & 12 1 & 3 
2 & 5   8 & 11 
7 & 9 4 & 6 
1 & 3 10 & 12 

  8 & 11 2 & 5 
4 & 6 7 & 9 

 

4 Cylinder – sequence for minimum movement 

        VALVE FULLY OPEN              CHECK & ADJUST 

8 1 
6 3 
4 5 
7 2 
1 8 
3 6 
5 4 
7 7 
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Membership

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the 
general meeting (birthday must be on file 
with membership-chair).

Birthday Braaapp

Happy Birthday to:

Membership Counts
143 current memberships

206 current members

Newsletter Submissions: Snic-Braaapp is published monthly and you should receive it before the first membership meeting 
of every month.  Submissions received by the 10th of the month wil appear in the next newsletter.  Submissions received 
later may be held until the following month. Late submission accompanied by a large gratuity or plausible threat are 
occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. Submissions can be either “electronic” or good old fashioned paper. All photos 
and disks will be upon request. Electronic submissions can be PC or MAC formats (save as a text file) or email to the editor. I 
will try to make it as easy as possible to get your submissions included in this publication.

Bob Streepy 850 Kent Circle Barlett, IL 60103 email: editor@snic-braaapp.org

ISOA New Members

Nancy & Thomas Cantwell
198 Hawley Ln
Geneva, IL  60134-3222
H:(630) 232-8546
W-Him:(312) 294-4090
EMAIL: tcantwell198@comcast.net
Birthdays (MMDD):  Nancy 04/26 & 
Thomas 03/28
68 TR250

Dan Jungels
616 S Julian St
Naperville, IL  60540-6710
H:(630) 355-3391
W-Him:(630) 355-3391
EMAIL: djungels4141@wowway.com
Birthdays (MMDD):  Dan 07/02
74 TR6

Debbie & Doug Larson
1114 Moorland Ave
Shorewood, IL  60431-9618
H:(815) 725-8608
W-Him:(815) 883-9893
EMAIL: larsond@helenachemical.com
Birthdays (MMDD):  Debbie 05/25 & 
Doug 10/26
72 TR6

Brian Hollis on 11/04
Patrick Lobdell on 11/06
Kim Jensen on 11/13
Michael McReynolds on 11/13
Rick Crider on 11/14
Carol Barnett on 11/16
Pat Morgan on 11/17
Jack Billimack on 11/18
Lorrie-Ann Fisher on 11/18
Dale Kofoed on 11/19
Paul Dabrowski on 11/25

Lynn, Dave, Sarah and Emily Mullin
418 Blue Ridge Dr
Oswego, IL  60543-7924
H:(630) 551-4064
W-Him:(630) 407-2023
EMAIL: stagdaddy@aol.com
Birthdays (MMDD):  Lynn 07/25, Dave 
12/17, Sarah 07/05, Emily 08/21
73 Stag

Wayne Seyller
870 Coral Ave
Bartlett, IL  60103-4708
H:(630) 830-0216
W-Him:(847) 437-7300
Birthdays (MMDD):  Wayne 03/14
72 Spitfire

Dave Windmuller
1615 Mulberry Dr
Libertyville, IL  60048-5303
H:(847) 367-7632
W-Him:(847) 498-7070
EMAIL: dwindmulle@aol.com
Birthdays (MMDD):  Dave 10/09
76 Spitfire

Check your 
frame for rust 
or the dreaded 
carbon fiber 
worm.
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Illinois Sports Owners Association
The Illinois Sports Owners Association is 
an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated 
to the enjoyment and preservation of 
TRIUMPH cars.  Monthly meetings are held 
at Mack’s Golden Pheasant on North Ave 
and Rt. 83 in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on 
the map), on the first Sunday of every month 
(unless otherwise announced).  Meeting 
time is 7:00 PM (roughly), but come early 
and have a beer and share some TRIUMPH 
BS with your fellow enthusiasts.  

The Board of Directors meets the first 
Sunday of every month, at Bill & Sheri’s 
house at 320 Linden St. in Itasca, at 4:30 
PM.  Everyone is welcome to attend the 
Board meetings. 
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ISOA Technical ExSpurts

TR3                Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
                      630/773 4806
TR4               Pat “PowerBuldge” Lob-
dell
                      219/942 1263
TR4A              Steve “Drippy” Yott
                      847/249 1723
TR250            Tim Smith 
                      630/428 2620
TR6 Early       Jeff “Stalker” Rust
                      815/874 5623
TR6 Late        Irv “Elwood” Korey
                      847/831 2809
TR7                Phil “Factor” Fox 
                      630/662 7721

President          Phil “the Factor” Fox*         630/662/7721
                        pejh73b@yahoo.com
Vice President Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak*   847/683-4184
                        stagfire@elnet.com
Treasurer         Sheri “Big Mama” Pyle*      630/773-4806
                        sherip@ix.netcom.com        
Secretary          Bob ”Suds” Streepy             630/372-7565
                        trstreep@avenew.com
Events              Jack "Spuds" Billimack*       815/459-4721
                        jbillimack@aol.com
Curmudgeon    Irv “Elwood” Korey*            847/831-2809
                        emanteno@attglobal.net
Membership    Tim “Tool Man” Buja*         815/332-3119
& Webmaster   buja@insightbb.com

Special             Mike “Hands” Blonder*      630/832-4879
Projects            mmdbr@aol.com
Motorsports     Irv “Elwood” Korey*            847/831-2809
                        emanteno@attglobal.net
Meeting Stuff   Pete “Peetso” Eckstein*
                        peetso@aol.com
Editor               Bob “Suds” Streepy             630/372-7565
                        trstreep@avenew.com
Publisher &      Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak*   847/683-4184
Co-Editor         stagfire@elnet.com
Tech Editor       Erik “Iceman” Quackenbush*847/482-1673
                        erik@midwestfilter.com

*Indicates on the ISOA Board of Directors

TR8                Tim “Tool Man” Buja
                      815/332 3119
Spitfire - Earlyopen 
Spitfire - Late Steve “Sniffy” Yezo
                      847/855 9482
GT6               Dave “Snake” Shedor
                      847/9375078
Stag               open 
General          Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
Tech-Weenie  630/773 4806
Electrical        open
Machinist       Bob Crowley 
                      630/355 2170
KeyMaster      Bob “Senile” Donile
                      630/837 3721
Paint, Body,   open
Welding 

ISOA Membership: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional, you can drive whatever you want. All 
we need you to do is give us your annual dues payment of $30.00. (If you are a new member, add $10 one time signup 
fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover the shipping and costs of the newsletter. Talk to a club 
member and join today! Be an ISOA’er.

Send check to:  Sheri Pyle 320 N. Linden St., Itasca, IL 60143

2004 Officers

ISOA On the Internet
You can always get the latest news directly from 
the ISOA web site. 

http://www.snic-braaapp.org

Snic Braaapp is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683



For Sale 1949 2000 Saloon.  Right-hand 
drive.  Thought to be the only one in 
the US…certainly the only one that has 
autocrossed at a National Convention.  
Only 3000 miles put on car since resto-
ration in 1995.  Call Bill or Sheri at 
630-773-4806.

1976 TR6 New Interior, runs great 
$4850 217/398-8750 (nov)

Wanted 1959 TR3A Hi, I am looking to 
purchase a 1959 TR3A “basket case” to 
restore. I have fond memories of owning 
one in 1966. If you know anyone who 
has one to sell, I would be very greatful 
if you would let me know. Tim Walrath  
warpath@wtp.net (oct)

Wanted TR6 Body Tub. Contact Dennis 
Tobin 847/931-1555(oct)

TR6 Parts for Sale: From 1971 TR6. 
All parts in good used condition unless 
otherwise stated. Call or e-mail Bob 
Streepy, 630/372-7565 
trstreep@avenew.com
4 185 x 15 Michelin redline tires with 
tubes, mounted on stock powdercoated 
rims with stainless beauty rims, black 
centercaps and lug nuts $350.00, stock 
grade springs [front and rear] with less 
than 5,000 miles $50.00,  set half-shaft 
boots [less than 5,000 miles] $10.00 
set, pair reverse lamp lenses $10.00, air 
cleaner housing [powdercoated] $35.00, 

valve cover [powdercoated] $35.00, set 
floor mats [Amco rubber] $15.00, Gunst 
throw-out bearing [new] $80.00, wind-
shield capping, used [fair condition] 
$10.00, passenger side door pull [inner] 
used $10.00, green hose set, less than 
5,000 miles $25.00, windshield to body 
seal $10.00, windshield frame to glass 
gasket $10.00, clutch & pressure plate 
[less than 5,000 miles] $50.00, steering 
wheel $10.00, trunk seal $10.00, speed-
ometer cable [less than 5,000] miles 
$10.00,  starter $35.00 (nov)
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Classifieds

ISOA 2005 Calendar On Sale NOW!

See your favorite Triumphs in living colour.

Buy one for home, for the office and one for a non-
Triumph owner to show them what their missing.

These are spiral bound calendars and make 
excellent gifts. Remember that the holidays
are right around the corner.

They are at the bargain price of $7 each or 
3 for $20. You can purchase these at the 
monthly club meeting. Or you can
contact Joe at stagfire@elnet.com. 
They can be mailed for $1.75.
Quantity discounts are available.

Portions of the proceeds go 
towards the ISOA tool fund and
VTR 2005.

Soliciting photos for the 2006
Calendar. Contact Joe!

Classified Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classified 
advertisements from members who wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous 
related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club members for ninety days. We also 
accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that we 
deem of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept 
advertising from commercial enterprises – even if those businesses are owned or operated 
by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we feel might be 
of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but 
this newsletter, its editors, and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or 
otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity doing business in the 
Triumph-related domain.
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Oil Recycle Day

Kane/Dupage County Oil Recycling
By the Stagmeister

Back in August the Kane/Dupage County Conservation  District holds their semi-annual oil collection day. While 
the recycling program collects smaller quantities all year long, they only do bulk collection twice a year. This 
is especially helpful to the larger oil users such as landscape firms, agriculture professionals and the owners 
of Quarterhorse and Triumph farms. 

I go through about 30-40 gallons of oil per year and the  used oil gets collected in a 50 gallon plastic drum. 
Every year this gets rolled up a ramp into the TR-Dakota and transported to the collection location. Used oil filters 
are also collected and disposed of properly.

The big barrels of oil that get brought in are sucked dry by the recycling truck. It takes less than 20 seconds to empty 
my barrel. In the mean time the box full of oil filters are dumped into the appropriate bin. The Stag/TR7/Farmall filter 
elements along with the filter cans from the TR-Hondas, Spitfires, TR-Saturn and TR-Dakota are dumped. The Stag 
and TR7 share the same filter as well as the TR-Dakota and my 65 Spitfire! 

It is very important for you to recycle all your used oil. There are many reasons why it is important and there 
are many sources of information about the subject. One such website is www.recycleoil.org. Recycling does 
not mean dumping it down the drain or placing it in the regular trash. As far as I’m concerned I would support 
legislation that would involve anyone violating proper disposal laws to be made to consume (drink) the amount 
they improperly disposed of. 
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TRials, ‘04
By Suds

The 2004 Six Pack Trials were held in Door 
County Wisconsin September 15-19. 
Although we had previously attended 
seven of the twenty Trials or so which 
have taken place, and found all of them to 
be excellent, this one was, in our humble 
opinion, was the most excellent of all. 
Much of the credit for the success of the 
event should go to ISOA’s own Karen 
and Jeff Rust, Ken and Kim Crowley, and 
Mark Moore for providing the sixty or 
so entrants with the most picture perfect 
weather and geography imaginable, not 
to mention an endless supply of refresh-
ments. Since the Lucille [Loose Seal] 
the Wonder Car was inoperative for this 
adventure, much to my dismay, I had 
opted to ride with Tim “Gizmo” Mantel 
in Nadine, his Toyota Trans equipped 
six. [Once you have ridden in a 5-speed, 
you’re spoiled for anything else]. Tim 
motored in from Mayberry, AKA Chester-
ton, Indiana, and arrived around 9:00 
AM. Paul “Spirit Crusher” Watts and Peter 
“Maestro” Conover had already shown 
up with Peter at the wheel of Paul’s red 
TR6, while Paul was at the helm of his 
blue TR6. While we waited for Tim, who 
was stuck in traffic on 80-94, Peter, Paul, 
and I [all we needed now was somebody 
named Mary and we could have broken 
out in a chorus of “If I had a Hammer”] 
removed the interior, radio bracket, and 
trans cover from my car in preparation of 
the gearbox repair/replacement. 

After Tim arrived, our little caravan 
proceeded to Crystal Lake to join with 
Jack “Spuds” Billimack and Barbara and 
Dave “Snake” Shedor, accompanied 
by Joan. Our expeditionary force was 
now complete and we headed off to 
Cheddarland. Since I had just had a rather 
painful spinal epidural 24 hours earlier, 
the other drivers were considerate enough 
to stop frequently enough for me to walk 
around and stretch, a gesture that I greatly 
appreciated. After a fairly leisurely pace 
with numerous stops along the way, we 
got into Door County in late afternoon. 
Tim and I checked into our “rustic” cabin, 
while the rest of the group proceeded 
a few miles to the more civilized accom-

modations of the host hotel. That evening, 
after registering and reacquainting our-
selves with some old friends, we attended 
the welcome reception, held in the park-
ing lot of the Landmark Resort. Although 
some registrants questioned the cost of 
the accommodations, when they saw the 
view of the bay from the room facing 
west, all complaining ceased. The sight 
was truly spectacular.  

ISOA was extremely well represented 
at the event. Among others, we saw Jake 
and Donna Jaquet, Tim and Natalie Smith, 
Jerry and Sandy Hurst, Jeff and Julie 
Lathrop, Dan Jungels, and Bob Erikson. 
Rust had brought his trailer and filled it 
with provisions, including refreshments, 
a grill, and miscellaneous foodstuffs. 
Mark grilled brats while the participants 
mingled and visited for a couple of 
hours. It was really our kind of recep-
tion; informal, low key with plenty of 
beverages.

The following day, Friday, after breakfast, 
Mark “Guzzler” Moore held a tech session 
on the five-speed conversion. Tim and I 
added a few comments, but Mark did a 
really nice job explaining the procedures 
involved in converting a TR6 gearbox 
from stock to Toyota. A couple from 
Kentucky was having trouble getting fuel 
from the tank to the pump and Tim and I, 
mostly Tim, helped out. Eventually they 
were able to get things sorted out, with 
the help of some compressed air.  We 
spent a few minutes in trying to solve the 
mysteries of the “Name the Parts” contest 
and must have done something right, as 
for the second year in a row, we were 
given a memento for guessing correctly 
more than anybody else. That afternoon, 
the funkhana was held, and despite my 
slipped disk, Tim and I managed a couple 
of decent runs. That night we went to 
one of the famous Door County fish boils 
[Personally I was pleased to see that the 
non-fish aficionados had the option of 
chicken instead fish.] The drive to the 
restaurant was really neat as more than 
50 TR6s wound their way through the 
scenic countryside as dusk settled in over 
the bucolic landscape. After dinner we 
checked out a couple of Door County 
nightspots and the some of Bailey’s 
Harbor’s finest were gracious enough 

to provide us with an escort all the way 
back to the hotel. You just can’t say 
enough about Wisconsin hospitality. After 
a nightcap or two, we headed back to 
cabin to rest up for Saturday’s car show.

I had agreed to help Ken with the judging, 
and since my car was inoperative, it 
seemed like a nice way to look at cars 
and help Ken at the same time. There 
were some really drop dead gorgeous 
cars there, not just in concours, but in 
people’s choice too. There was a yellow 
’70 TR6 with a hardtop that had less than 
30,00 miles that was really original, plus 
some really nicely modified cars, along 
with the Legends – not Acuras, but cars 
that had previously won best of show. We 
finished judging around noon, sat in the 
lot and chatted for a while when whom 
should we see but none other than Mike 
“Toofus” Mueller. He had driven over 
from his property on the other side of the 
bay to look over the cars and shoot the 
breeze. [One or two more ISOAers, and 
we could have held a chapter meeting.] 
After visiting for a while, we headed out 
on a nice long road rally. The banquet 
took place Saturday night and by all 
accounts was great. Afterwards, there 
was more “fellowship” at least until Paul 
earned his new official ISOA nickname, 
but that’s a story for another time.

On Sunday morning, Tim and I headed 
out. We had decided to stop at Road 
America to see some vintage racing on the 
way home. We were especially anxious 
to see Irv “Elwood” Korey and his world 
famous racing support team, consisting 
of Ernie “Evil Burt” Hussman, put #58 
through its paces after a one and half 
year hiatus from the circuit. We got to 
Elkhart about 1:00 and discovered that 
Morgan was holding a conclave there. 
[Good thing the Asian long-horned beetle 
hasn’t made it that far north.] We met Pat 
“Judge Dred” Morse and Bob “Burnout” 
Steele who had made the trek from the 
north shore in Pat’s Morgan. We found 
Irv and his running buddies, “Uncle” Jack 
Drews and Joe Alexander. Irv was really 
pumped that he and the boys had sorted 
out some of the gremlins plaguing #58 
and that he was actually able to pass 
some people in his vintage race. We also 
met up with Dennis Delap who was 
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The rearview mirror...

c/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103


